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Thank you to all the cadets who 

attended the Veteran’s Day Ob-

servance on November 11, 2017 at 

Forest Lawn Cemetery.  At this event 

we had cadets place flags and honor 

all the Soldiers  who gave their life to  

make sure we have our rights today as 

a nation. 

USS Little Rock is coming to Buffalo Naval Park for its commis-

sioning ceremony on 16 DEC.   As part of the commissioning 

festivities we are invited to  participate in the week long event.   

The Naval commission has provided us 60 tour admissions on 

12 DEC.  We will be taking our most deserving cadets based on 

merit and participation  on the field trip.  We will also be 

providing 10 cadets to escort and usher at the commissioning 

ceremony on SAT 16 DEC.   Those selected cadets will meet at 

Hutch Tech at 0730 and will be bused to the event.  

2017 Great Lakes Competition at South Park High School on 21 Nov hosted 6 schools including Dunkirk,  

Hutch Tech, McKinley, Leadership Academy (Rochester) and Carthage High Schools.   McKinley had firmly se-

cured second place overall at the competition winning three 2nd Place and two 3rd Place events.  Kudos to 

the cadets who participated and gave their best efforts to compete.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

USS Little Rock – BPS school district is co-sponsoring the Navy Commissioning of 

the new USS Little Rock during the week of 11 DEC.  We have been provided 60 tour 

seats on TUES 12 DEC from 1230 to 1430 hours.   The district has provided us one bus 

to shuttle us to and from being at 1130.    

We are also being tasked to provide 10 Cadets for the commissioning ceremony on SAT 

16 DEC.   The cadets will be transported via bus from HUTCH TECH at 0730 and re-

turned 1300.   Breakfast will be provided at the Lexus Room at the Key Bank Center and 

support photo will be professionally taken after the commissioning ceremony for all those 

that contributed.   

Battalion Muster — 15 DEC ALL Cadets in Class A Uniform.  All JROTC ca-

dets will assemble 10-11-12th Periods in the Auditorium.   

Academic Team– 2nd Brigade is hosting an Academic and Leadership challenge which is 

being hosted by Hutch Tech in NYC in March.  Interested cadets should contact C/MAJ 

Gerald Pierre to submit their interest to develop a McKinley High School JROTC Aca-

demic team, please see Major Pierre to voice their interest in joining the team.   Be a part 

of a winning team.  

Cadet Social– is being planned for after the JPA inspection. All tickets will $5.00, get a 

chance to interact with your fellow Cadets and have fun. Food and Drinks will be provided. 

2017 JLAB Competition-  JLAB is the Annual JROTC Leadership and Aca-

demic Bowl.  Eight Mack Cadets competed in the level I Academic and Leadership com-

petitions on 14 Nov.    This years team scores were 30% higher than our scores last year.   

The window for all JROTC units to complete the competition has closed and we are wait-

ing for the  Brigade wide results, the top 50% of all team move forward to the level II com-

petition.  Winners of the Level II get to compete for the National Championship in Wash-

ington DC in June.  
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Military Dining Out– Our Military Dining Out is being planned for 

March 23rd 5:30-9PM at the Classic V banquet hall on Niagara Falls Blvd.  

The annual requirement is mandatory for all cadets as a part of your cadet 

contract.  It is a festive occasion where we welcome your family and friends 

to join us in tradition and public recognition in a night of fellowship.   

Ticket Prices are currently $25 per person. 
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RAIDERS practice has begun ! 0645-0730 every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.   Monday, Wednes-

day and Friday will focus is on strength and conditioning.  Thursday practice will focus on the team event training 

for the one rope bridge and the 4 person litter carry.    

Friday 1 Dec at 0930 the Donate Life Club will take a 

field trip to the Unyts facility in downtown Buffalo to 

see first hand the work and process that takes place for 

organ and tissue donation.   The tour will also show 

the blood  draw process where 1 pint of blood can 

save up to 3 lives.  

PROMOTION —   Do you want it?   You have to earn it!   

Beginning this week those who demonstrate a firm knowledge of  the JROTC program will have 

the opportunity to get tested by their Company Commanders to earn their promotion.   Testing 

will take place in the JROTC Office during morning drill practice.  Cadets seeking promotion 

must not have missed a Battalion Muster, Uniform Inspection, or have any adverse school     

issues in the last two months.  



Staff updates  

S-1 (C/CPT Khin Cho): We put all the events in JUMS and t is currently updated.  

My assistants have been working on ribbon reviews and we’re all caught up. We 

also track who has been coming everyday for drill practice in order to keep the 

SAI/AI advised for the merit list.  

S-2 (C/CPT November Paw Htoo): The past few days we have finished the Drill rifle 

inventory and currently working on the hand receipt . 

 

S-3 (C/MAJ Milagro Vasquez): We finished up training schedules for week 11 and 

are finished the MOI for the battalion muster.  We are emailing local organizations 

and charities to schedule community services  

S-4 (C/CPT Mirelys Negron) : We completed filing clothing records that were 
signed by your parents and placed in the cadet record files.  

To do list : verify clothing inventory , input new windbreakers to JUMS and begin 

issuing.  

S-5 (C/CPT Falhado Abukar): I have been working alongside the COL, Final touch-

es on the newsletter . I also have been training my assistants and updating my pic-

ture for the command and staff . I also was getting trained on  updating our web-

site.  

Battalion Commander  (C/LTC Brandon McCoy): Last month we had our JPA in-

spection from Bde Headquarters.  While we don’t have the final results of the in-

spection back yet the battalion did well overall.   Many thanks to all those that 

gave a little extra, studied a little harder and practiced a little longer. 

Battalion Executive Officer (XO)  (C/MAJ Khan Soh Lay):  Now that the JPA is be-

hind us we are working on our staff process and teamwork.   The key to success 

in JROTC is teamwork and our staff is learning how to work together, we now hold 

2 meetings every week, a staff synch meeting and the command and staff brief. 

Battalion Command Sergeant Major  (C/CSM Christopher Cuevas): We had our  

berets handed to us at the last two drill competitions.  We have along way to go to 

win 1st place and beat Hutch Tech.  We need to keep improving, all cadets need 

to participate in Drill practice M-W and Color Guard practice  T-Th. Friday will be 

our Fun Day practices..  Get in shape… Raiders practice every M,W,Th,F 0630-

0715. 



Calendar Events 



NOVEMBER IS NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH 

Native Americans and the U.S. Military.  Native Americans have the 
highest percentage serving in the United States military than any other 
ethnic group in the US.1  They have served with distinction for over two 
hundred years from General George Washington during the Revolu-
tionary War to today’s war in Iraq.  The warrior spirit, courage, and de-
termination that made them a formidable enemy made them a strong 
ally when they chose to fight alongside other Americans.  At the end of the twentieth century, 
there were 190,000 Native American veterans.  
 
Many Native Americans have also distinguished themselves in service to the United States. The 
Congressional Medal of Honor is given for military heroism “above and beyond the call of du-
ty.”  Five Native Americans were awarded this honor during the Twentieth Century: Jack C. Mont-
gomery (Cherokee), Ernest Childers (Creek), Van Barfoot (Choctow), Mitchell Red Cloud, Jr. 
(Winnebago), and Charles George (Cherokee).  Twelve Native Americans were awarded the Medal 
of Honor during the Nineteenth Century:  Alchesay, Blanquet, Chiquito, Co-Rex-Te-Chod-Ish, El-
satsoosu, Jim, Kelsay, Kosoha, Machol, Nannasaddie, Nantaje, and Rowdy.  
 
Because none of the treaties ever made with the Indians has been kept by the United States gov-
ernment, people may wonder why Native Americans would choose to fight for a nation that has 
treated them in such a dishonorable way.  Yet Native Americans consider themselves as part of 
their tribe AND part of America, perhaps because of the following qualities prized by their culture: 

Strength – physical, mental, and spiritual toughness 
Honor – recognition by family, friends, and the community 
Pride – a sense of accomplishment 
Devotion – survival of their people, their culture, their homeland 
Wisdom – survival skills and training. 

 
 

One of the six soldiers in the most recognizable pho-
to from WWII, raising the U.S. flag at Iwo Jima, is Ira 
Hamilton Hayes.  Hayes, a full blood Pima Indian, en-
listed in the U.S. Marines and was a dedicated sol-
dier.  He is buried in Arlington Cemetery.  
 
Nearly 800 Native American women served during 
WWII as medical or technical support staff. 

 



The US Marine Corps celebrated its 242nd Birthday.  The official birth-

day of the United States Marine Corps is on 10 November 1775. That was the 
day when the Second Continental Congress established the Continental Ma-
rines.  Prior to 1921, Marines celebrated the recreation of the Corps on 11 
July with little pomp or pageantry.   On 21 October 1921, Major Edwin North 
McClellan, in charge of the Corps's fledgling historical section, sent a memo-
randum to Commandant John A. Lejeune, suggesting the Marines’ original 
birthday of 10 November be declared a Marine Corps holiday to be celebrated 
throughout the Corps.   Today the Corps celebration is the most notable of all 
the services and Marines active and former pay tribute and homage to their 
branch of Service.    “Semper Fi” to all our Marine Brothers and Sisters.  

The principal role of marine troops is military operations in the littoral zone, (the area of water along the 
shore) operating from ships they are trained to land on and secure key points to around 50 miles inland, or 
as far as ship borne logistics can provide. 

Marine units primarily deploy from warships using boats, landing craft, hovercraft, amphibious vehicles or 
helicopters. Specialist units are also trained in combat diving/combat swimming and parachuting. 

 

 

CADET TRIVIA 

 There are at least 9 military Commands that do not have a preparatory command (Examples of preparatory 

command  IE., Left…. Face, About…Face, Parade… Rest,  etc)   Do you know the 9 commands with no 

preparatory command?  Can you find them in the Word Search below?  

     
TRIVIA QUESTIONS:   

JROTC was established in what year?  

Our best attended Drill practice had how many cadets attend?  

What does “Semper Fi” mean?  .  



VETERANS DAY 

Veterans Day is an official United States public holiday, observed annually on November 11, which 
honors military veterans; that is, persons who served in the United States Armed Forces. It coincides 
with other holidays, including Armistice Day and Remembrance Day, celebrated in other countries that 
mark the anniversary of the end of World War I; major hostilities of World War I were formally ended 
at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germany went 
into effect. The United States previously observed Armistice Day. The U.S. holiday was renamed Veter-
ans Day in 1954. 

Spelling of Veterans Day.  While the holiday is commonly printed as Veteran's Day or Veterans' Day in 
calendars and advertisements (spellings that are grammatically acceptable), the United States Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Web site states that the attributive (no apostrophe) rather than the posses-
sive case is the official spelling "because it is not a day that 'belongs' to veterans, it is a day for honor-
ing all veterans”. 

 

Answers; 

A. Fall-in;  B. Fall-out; C. Rest; D. Dismissed; E. Report; F. Post;  G. Cover; H. Recover; I. At Ease 

      
1916 (Part of the National Defense Act) 

2 November 2017 we had 92 Cadets arrive prior to 0745 for the JPA morning practice, the previous record was 

76 Cadets on 1 Nov.   

ANSWER from Marine Trivia: Semper fidelis is a Latin phrase that means "always faithful" or "always loyal". It is the 
motto of the United States Marine Corps usually shortened to Semper fi. It is also in use as a motto for towns, families, 
schools, and military units. 
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